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Other Occasions That Brought THem Together 
The home of John and ~ J' 

wbere good times 
"a lly 'loore Smi th on Stony Creek was a 

could be had, by the young people , as good 

times were known in pioneer days . Ajr log rollings, WaDI pickings , 
rlax Scutcblngs Dand qui t ngs e 1 i th youngst ers met , 1"ell in love, and 
di d mUch or their courting. Sundey WOuld be preachi ng or ell day 

prayer meetings , when it \'I'as no t deemed right and proper to think 

Or talk of any thing but Reaven and heevenly things . 

The grandes t soclal even~s Would be the weddings . These occ

urred jUst as fest os the YOung folks thOUgh t themselves old enough 

to go to themselvos . For~.long time erter the first settlement ot 

this coun ty the inhabite~~s, es e r Ul e , werried young . There was no 

• distinction of rank end very l ittle of fortune, On these; accounts 

the first impr ession of lov e resulted in merriege . A remi l y establi_ 

shment cost but much lebor end nothing else . ~ glenc e et e Pioneer 

" dding of the eerly 1800 's serves to merk the menners of OUr ror_ 

fethers , and shows the grede of Civilization wh i ch has SUCceeded 
the ir rude socle1 condition. 

At thet time a Wedding cree ted e grea t sensation and attracted 

the ettention of ell the people fr oro 12 to 15 miles arOund . Thia is 

not surpr)'lng When it Is remembered that this Wes almost t he only 
gothering , BSide from ChUrCh , which 

of reaping , l og- rOlling, bUilding a WBS not attended iii th the labor 

cab in or SOrce other labor . 



1'he pO:lple cnmo drcll80.1 , to t ho \?odd 1ne- , i ll thojr linse:t' 

and C:lorse ljnen c l oth es , nIl homoma de . BOC6use , tl1e re were lIO 

s t 'res :!'r"m \\hieh t o bu.y tailored thi llge . lAos t of t h em came 

horse -back \'Ilth onl y a g irth wi th on ottached s:i r r u p 'f JT 6. 

SDj no - t tl t e r leo ther sedd l es '-'el"e r:mde . 

'f ...;hJ:> t ing ma t cha~ "'e re Dlso CI)r.1i.!"'I n in t he c ounty . espec 

inlly in the f all mon ths . john .l:::Iar1 Ol'" on ~u\,;l:.le~· r.1')un~fi!n Wq 

passionB t e l:l l JJ1 d of shoot i ng , hu t th e rules '1 f his church...!..-the 

Meth Odist .J!.:piscopal, f orbade shooti nB for prl:::es . A shooting ' r 

motch was arrsnged¥i'he neighlJ orhood , and he lit tended liS a spec-

t otor. The r.1f! in pri ze l'Jas B C}UPrter of becf' . !lear the cl o E=e 

of t he r.ll1tch n neighboy Bsted jir . bll rl ol" t o shoo t fiB e EU .... -

stitute f 'Jr ~io _ i.ir . ,ljerl ot'l c ,)l1sen ted . to ol: coreful oir.: , u nd 

pier~ed :he center , thus gaining the Ge ~ ory piece 0= fat beef • 

. ~ scrupul oE fell"'"' menbe !" f elt honor bound t l) roport h:!r.1 to t he 

Pr es: ldln ~l d e r . lie '''SS a2J~ed t o nppcr: r be~ore the qlln r tc rly 

conferenc;e: f or tr l111~u 
't '''fle pr~)ye n t hat he sh ot onl y t o 

DCCOmr.lOdo t e a friend and the cnsc ' ''DS drOP1)cd . ' 

.!:Senr tunti ng , fox c:hasing . fond the hun tj n~ \) f PD!lt here 

V:bS dJl1€ paT'..l;1 f~r ;Jle llS U?e. 1,11':. .1rlrt l': 1 
~ C\,;( -UEC o :!: 0 ncc:ess1 ty 

r1r the prltec tion of life End pr ope rty . 
befirs , f"lxef' , panthe r s , Bud wi ld 

ho'\e been 
cntE "'ere s") plentiful in P .)CaI1 Jl1 tns th o t it r'Juld 

I np")SSi ple t J r UiEe li 'vest 'c] '. • 

ki lIed t~csc '''ild OUi l:'l61s 

hq.ske t dinners and 

, 
fj:-s~ . 

~ en", p oul t :~:J 1:!: they had n'lt 

Outdoo'!" p i en1 6J:8 '''ere e.l c.o 
.. - 't"ery popu_ 

lar . especiall:,.' dU:'~ing the l at ter 
pnr: f)f the 1800 's cud eEl:"'!'" 

E IOO ' s . Thel' are et j 1 1 held f!Ui to 1"'+ ~ 
- won in nen:,' Pti :-tf.: of the CD1i_ nty _ 



'1- ~rlllIl111S lin d COllorul Uuatcr dn:lB '''era oleo crea t occoedlOD8 

for the mon of tho count y . Rofor to nnl'lllcncri pt Gen t i n .,n Dec . 

~ Apple out tings omno into pOJmlorl ty nfter orchards hegan 

t o be nr fruit nnd oh'o ys tOl)l~ place In ·. 'the autumn /J. t opple butt e , 

caking: t :1 me . Al l the yow1g people of the communi t y V"ould come 

and help to pare t he apples fo r the butter to be made the ne>: t 

da y . .Af ter the apples were all pared . refr eshments v'e re served. 

&nd i f 1 t was not to l ate . gomes '''cre p la yed or they had a dence .. 

Dances as the pioneer Jmew thea. were 't"'hat "Ie Imov' as the 

s quar e or barn dance . , ll'hoy also danced the Virgini8 reel. In the 

square dance . fi gures were called and they danced to the music 

made by th e "fi ddle" and the bon,jo . It usually laste d unti l 

morning • 

..Hay rides ".rere --8-±-SO p.,pular in the Is te 1800' s. \iben 

a good -dJep sno\'/ fell~ome young man v.'ould llhitch up" his fath

e r s teamJ pile the sled_ ull of hay, beat some rocke to keep the 

feet warm , and take a s led l oad of the neighbor b03B uhd girls ~tL 
ride . Or if more p r1-va cy l"111S desired, each :,oung maD took his 

g irl fr i end in a one horse s leigh . 

Spe ll ing bees were ve ",'1 popul a r. too . :luring the latt

e r l aOO 's a nd early 1 900 's. 

~ .nuskings-- Usually there was a menoging boss and the men 

vle r e cb os en of~ in tea4l8. lilso eve-::y red enr waB o?Jlsldere4 good 

lu<.:k and "/ho e'ver got the cost red enrs \"ISS considered ohampion. 

~uiltinfB usually took place on the Bace night of the huak1nr. 

Around ele ... en o· clock both the hus l:in![ and the qui 1tinS "ere 



Sus pended. t;uppOl" wn e eerved . And then came the "hoe dO\"Jn" or 

!l uaro do.noe . III a Or.'le COr.l1'lHmj ties t ho r.lnn '"Jho go t the most 

red eurs hud the privilege to tiuo the prettieet girl at the 

quil tin" . 
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